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When Panther was released in October ’03, it was touted as the
world’s most advanced operating system. And it was.

Now, Tiger is leaping and bounding beyond its cousin, with over
200 tricks up its slick, stripey sleeves.

The new features in Mac OS X v10.4 are ones you’ll use every
day. Soon they’ll become instinct, and you’ll reminisce about the
old days when you had to jump through circus hoops to, say,
find all the e-mails on your machine that contain the words
“Memorial Day Pig Roast.”

Join us as we tour the jungle of what is now the world’s most
advanced operating system. Since we know you have other
things to do today, we’ll just tell you about some of Tiger’s
fiercest features and explain how you’d use each one in both your personal and business lives.
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• Productivity/OS
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It’s been called Google for your Mac, and
here’s why: It’s hands-down the best way to
find anything on your machine. There are
about a million different ways to use
Spotlight, so it’s a permanent fixture in
every window on your Tiger desktop.

In addition to tracking down the usual files,
folders, e-mails and images, Spotlight will
shine its mighty torch on text within PDFs,
contacts in your Address Book, even items
associated with a specific person. And like
the search in iTunes, the results are
instantaneous.

Once you find what you’re looking for, organize it using Smart Folders — you’ll never have to
do the same search twice. And as new information is added to your machine, each Smart
Folder will automatically update.

In short, if Spotlight were the only new feature in Tiger, we’d be thrilled. The fact that there
are hundreds of others is almost enough to cause convulsions (the happy kind).

Personal:
Keep a Smart Folder for everything related to your kid. Further customize it by date.
Business:
Create a Smart Folder for each project you’re working on for instantaneous access to
documents, e-mails, images, etc.

 

According to Albert Einstein, insanity is
doing the same thing over and over again
and expecting different results. According
to Apple, it’s okay to do the same thing
over and over again as long as you do it
efficiently.

With Automator, you can create custom
Workflows by putting together a series of
common Actions (renaming a group of
files, for example). But don’t worry, you
don’t need to know how to write code or
learn a new language. You simply choose
from a library of Actions within Automator
and add them to your Workflow.

When you’re ready to use a Workflow, just click Run within the Workflow document and
Automator will get the job done with its slick, cat-like reflexes. You can save Workflows for
later use and share them with other Tiger users as well.
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Personal:
Export photos from iPhoto and then rename, resize and attach them to an e-mail to your
parents.
Business:
Schedule backups by archiving directories, zipping the files and copying them to your
backup location.

 

The best thing about Mail in
Tiger is Spotlight searching.
Instead of just being able to
find e-mail from a specific
person, you can locate actual
content within messages by
creating criteria that includes
keywords, subject lines, or when
it was sent.

Naturally, you’ll keep your
messages in Smart Mailboxes
that match your searches.

Mail has also streamlined the
way you’ll deal with photos. If
you’re on the receiving end, you can add images to iPhoto with a single click and create an
instant slideshow from the pictures in your inbox. And when you’re sharing your shots, Mail will
resize your images and tell you how big your e-mail will be (we know you’ll really miss those
bounced messages.)

Personal:
Unclog your e-mail box by instantly adding pictures to iPhoto and deleting the original e-
mail files.
Business:
Make a Smart Mailbox for everything related to an important proposal you’re working on.

 

Our unquenchable thirst for
information is often tied to knowing
important tidbits: how to say
“check, please” in Spanish, what the
weather will be like next week in
Cancun, and how many pesos you’ll
get for a dollar.

That’s why we love Dashboard.
Using Exposé’s now-you-see-it, now-
you-don’t technology, Dashboard
pops up in a single click, and
disappears just as quickly. Activate
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it, and you’ll see a series of Widgets
(or mini-applications) of your choosing. Check the weather, track stock prices, use the
calculator, convert currency — you get the picture.

Personal:
Instead of constantly checking a customized home page such as MyYahoo!, use Dashboard.
It’s faster and has more options.
Business:
When you’re traveling for work, check flight schedules, weather and translations using
Widgets.

 

Surfing for news is so v10.3. With Tiger, your news comes to you. RSS stands for “Real Simple
Syndication” and is essentially a data feed. Many websites (such as VersionTracker.com,
CNN.com and SlashDot.org) use RSS as an alternative method of distributing their content.

With Safari RSS, you’ll know right away when a site you’re surfing offers RSS because you’ll
see an icon. Click it and the feed will appear. Bookmark the RSS sites you like, and Safari will
allow you to browse all your headlines from across the Web on one page. No ads, just the stuff
that interests you.

What’s more, you can narrow your hunt using the RSS search field. And keep up with a specific
topic using the Personal Clipping Service. It’ll gather articles and information that you’re looking
for and let you know when they arrive.

Personal:
You’re a gadget aficionado. You upgrade your smartphone more often than you call your
parents. Use Safari RSS to gather news and announcements from technology sites and
blogs all over the Web.
Business:
Keep a close eye on your competition. With the Personal Clipping Service, you can search
for industry-specific business news using keywords and have Safari inform you when
relevant articles arrive.

 

Yes, you can use this for setting up business meetings, but
it’s more entertaining to use iChat for showing off your
new iPod photo to drooling friends and family. This version
is better for a few reasons: improved resolution for sharper
pictures and more accurate colors.

And now you can hold an audio chat with up to 10
participants, four in video if you have iSight or another
video device.

Parents will appreciate Tiger’s protective instincts: You can safeguard your kids by putting
limits on who they can talk to.
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Personal:
Sing Happy Birthday to your daughter who’s away at college.
Business:
Hold a meeting to update your colleagues on a project.

 

Life has always been good for .Mac users. Subscribers get a ton of benefits, such as online e-
mail, website publishing tools and online storage space. And with .Mac Sync, keeping it all
organized on multiple machines is a no-brainer.

Before, you could sync Safari bookmarks, Address Book and iCal. Now, you can do all that plus
sync Mail accounts, rules, signatures and Smart Mailboxes. Do work from home, access your
family’s contact information from the office, and please, stop e-mailing yourself between your
computers.

Come to MacForce and sign up for a .Mac account. It’s only $69.95/year if you join before May
23, 2005.

Personal:
Using iCal, keep a family calendar that you and your spouse can both access.
Business:
Access everything in your Mail account at work from your laptop. Sync before you go out
the door on a business trip.
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