
Columbia River Gorge and Mount Hood 
 

Some of the Northwest’s greatest natural treasures can be found in and around the 

Columbia River Gorge, the beautiful chasm that separates part of Washington from 

Oregon. An obvious choice for adventures of all kinds—including amorous ones—the 

region stretches from The Dalles in the east to Troutdale in the west. Blessed with 

panoramic vistas, fields full of wildflowers, an abundance of magnificent waterfalls, 

quaint towns dotted with charming country inns, and boundless opportunities for 

invigorating outdoor activities, the Columbia River Gorge offers an excellent setting for 

romance. Located less than an hour east of Portland, it can make a romantic day-trip or 

inspire a weekend-long escape.  

 

The sights in this historically rich area are best savored with a meandering drive along the 

Historic Columbia River Highway, a road that was build specifically to display the Gorge 

and that has been in operation since 1915. Keep your eye out for the intricate stonework, 

arched bridges, viaducts, tunnels, and lookout points tailor-made for romantic discovery. 

For a memorable excursion, drive a stretch of the old highway from Troutdale to 

Multnomah Falls, Oregon’s most popular (and most photographed) tourist attraction.  

 

Another popular destination here is the town of Hood River, the main hub of activity on 

the Oregon side of the Gorge. Known for its thousands of fruit trees—mostly apples and 

pears—that blossom into beauty each year. Hood River is also the windsurfing capital of 

the Northwest. The town serves as an ideal base for starry-eyed couples exploring the 

area, with its plentiful eating establishments, wide array of good lodging options, and 

easy access to Mount Hood, Oregon’s highest peak. On clear days, snowy Mount Hood 

seems just a few steps away from almost anywhere in central Oregon—and, in fact, it is 

easily accessible by car. As the seasons shift, so do the opportunities for romantic 

activities around the mountain (which is also an active volcano). Summer offers the 

chance to backpack, golf, hike, climb, and share quiet days of fishing or dipping bare feet 

in the Salmon River. Winter provides ample opportunity for skiing or snuggling by a 

cozy fire. The mountain’s crown jewel is Timberline Lodge, one of the only year-round 



ski resorts in the United States. The Timberline Lodge is worth a visit in any season. 

Other options for snow-kissed fun are Mount Hood Meadows—the largest ski area on the 

mountain—and Mount Hood SkiBowl, the largest night-skiing area in the United States. 

(See Mount Hood section for ski area contact information.)  

 

Columbia River Gorge 
Romantic Highlights 

 

Because there is so much to see and do on any given weekend in the Columbia River 

Gorge, one visit alone will not be enough. Spend a few days (or more) exploring in the 

summertime, when the wildflowers are in bloom, and then treat yourselves to another 

getaway in the fall, to enjoy the leaves and the abundance of the harvest in the fruit-

producing Hood River Valley.  

 

If you’re heading east on Interstate 84 from Portland, Troutdale is your first stop, and the 

town serves as an ideal entry point for any visit to the Columbia River Gorge. The main 

attraction in Troutdale, and one not to be missed by any pair of lovers, is McMenamins 

Edgefield (2126 SW Halsey, Troutdale) 503/669-8610 or 800/669-8610, a 38-acre estate 

run by local microbrew barons Mike and Brian McMenamin. Built in 1911 as a working 

farm, Edgefield is now a haven for cozy dining and drinking, quirky artwork, gardens 

made for wandering, golf and cinema. It’s also a sought-after wedding site. For daytime 

visitors, highlights include meals at the Black Rabbit Restaurant (see Romantic 

Restaurants), libations at the Little Red Shed, daily tastings at Edgefield Winery, and 

luxurious on-site massages.  

 

Continuing east, the next stretch of the Historic Columbia River Highway is one of the 

most romantic drives in the state. The Vista House (40700 E. Historic Columbia River 

Hwy; 503/695-2230; mid-Apr-mid-Oct) at Crown Point should be your first stop. On a 

clear day, this octagonal stone structure build atop a 733-foot cliff, is an exhilarating 

place to experience the beauty of the Columbia River Gorge. In summer, you can explore 

the historical displays and gift shop. For a tour of waterfalls, continue heading east; you’ll 



see Latourell Falls as you cross a lovely bridge that arches over the water rushing to the 

Columbia. Next is Bridal Veil Falls—like the blushing bride it’s named after, it hides 

from passing motorists. A steep two-thirds-of-a-mile round-trip hike from the parking lot 

is worth the effort, especially with a kiss as your reward at the top. Next, you’ll pass 

Wahkeena Falls, whose name means “most beautiful.” While it is indeed lovely, it’s just 

a warm-up for what’s to come: 620-foot Multnomah Falls, the nation’s second-largest 

year-round waterfall. After you’ve taken a few photos of each other before the falls and 

felt the mist refresh your faces, sit down to a rustic, romantic lunch of homemade soup 

and sandwiches inside the Multnomah Falls Lodge (50000 Historic Columbia River 

Hwy 30 E. Bridal Veil; 503/695-2376.) 

 

The second largest city in the Gorge is the very romantic Hood River, located off 

Highway 84. Top-notch restaurants; plenty of lodgings tastefully tailored to lovers; and 

an adorable, very walkable downtown make it an irresistible place to spend time with 

your special someone. (The largest town, The Dalles, is an industrial area ill-suited to a 

romantic getaway.) 

 

On Saturdays in summer, visit the Hood River Saturday Market (on Cascade St 

between 5th and 7th Aves; mid-May-mid-Oct) for fresh local produce, baked goods and 

handcrafted gifts such as delicate jewelry and wonderfully scented soaps. And if you time 

it right, you can soak up more local culture at Hood River’s First Friday Art Walk, 

held on the first Friday night of the month between March and December. From 5pm to 

8pm, local restaurants and shops transform themselves into art galleries and welcome you 

in to browse the work or local artists, hear live music, and sample delicious fare.  

 

For a unique and romantic tour of the fruit orchards of the Hood River Valley, take the 

train. The Mount Hood Railroad (110 Railroad Ave; 541/386-3556 or 800/872-4661; 

www.mthoodrr.com) leaves from downtown Hood River and offers four-hour excursions 

that stop in the tiny town of Parkdale, where you’ll enjoy stunning views of Mount Hood. 

The brunch or dinner trains are even more romantic, and offer four-course meals served 

in nicely restored 1940s dining cars. 



 

Or take a leisurely drive on what’s affectionately known as the “Fruit Loop,” a 35-mile 

route that leads you through the valley’s orchards, forests, farmlands, and towns. Take in 

the spectacular scenery and make a few stops along the way to sample the local fruit.  

Pick your own flowers, berries, or vegetables at Rasmussen Farms (3020 Thomsen Rd; 

541/386-4622) or purchase from the bounty of ready-picked varieties. Free wine tastings 

are held at both Cathedral Ridge Winery (4200 Post Canyon Dr; 541/386-2882 or 

800/516-8710) and Hood River Vineyards (4693 Westwood Dr; 541/386-3772). Both 

are also perfect spots for picnics. For a breathtaking view of the valley leading to Mount 

Hood, stop at Panorama Point, a half mile south of Hood River on 35.  

 

Access and Information 
The Columbia River Gorge is most commonly approached from Portland via Interstate 84 

east. Follow the freeway through the Gorge to Hood River and The Dalles. Another, 

more scenic option is to exit at Troutdale and take the Historic Columbia River Highway. 

From Mount Hood, take Highway 35 north to Hood River. Travelers from Seattle should 

drive south on Interstate 5 to Portland, then east on Interstate 84. Visit in mid-April to 

experience the charming small-town atmosphere of the Blossom Festival, which 

celebrates the natural beauty of the area’s orchards in spring. For tourist information, 

contact the Columbia River Gorge Visitors Association (2149 W Cascade Ave, #106A, 

Hood River; 800/984-6743; www.crgva.org). 

 

Romantic Lodgings 
COLUMBIA GORGE HOTEL  
4000 Westcliff Dr, Hood River / 541/386-5566 or 800/345-1921  

As soon as you catch your first glimpse of this beautiful Spanish-style villa, you’ll know 

you’ve come to the right place. Located on a forested bank above the Columbia River, 

the hotel’s grounds are expertly groomed and include lush lawns, stone bridges that make 

for excellent kissing spots, and a glorious 208-foot waterfall named Wah Gwin Gwin 

Falls. The excitement builds as you enter the lavish lobby and turn the corner to the 

hotel’s elegant restaurant, the Columbia Court Dining Room (see Romantic Restaurants), 



where in the morning you’ll enjoy the wonderful World Famous Farm Breakfast. The 40 

individually decorated guest rooms are attractive but a bit of a letdown after you’ve seen 

the pristine grounds, fancy lobby, and restaurant. For the price, we’d expect the rooms to 

be larger, with all of the furnishings in tiptop shape. Many rooms are a tad too small, but 

if you don’t mind paying extra, request one with a canopied bed and gas fireplace. Still, 

as one of the area’s premier destinations for romantic couples, there are plenty of reasons 

to stay here. The nightly turndown service includes roses and chocolates. And for a small 

charge, the two of you can indulge in some squeaky-clean fun with an extra basket of 

bath goodies set out in the bathroom. In the morning, any disappointments about your 

room will disappear when you sit down to the seemingly never-ending breakfast that’s 

included with your room rate (nonguests pay $57 for two). The meal starts with fresh 

fruit with hot apple fritters, and moves on to oatmeal, three eggs, breakfast meats or 

grilled Idaho trout, golden hash browns, biscuits with honey, and, finally, a stack of 

buttermilk pancakes. A hand-in-hand stroll around the beautiful grounds is the perfect 

conclusion to your morning feast. 

$$$-$$$$ AE, DC, DIS, MC, V; checks OK; www.columhiagorgehotel.com. 

 

HOOD RIVER HOTEL  

102 Oak Ave, Hood River / 541/386-1900 or 800/386-1859  

If finding yourselves steps away from all the shops and restaurants in Hood River is 

a top priority, the Hood River Hotel might be just the ticket. Built in 1912, the 

charming red-brick building has a European flair, with French doors opening up to 

the inviting, high-ceilinged lobby. Each of the 41 guest rooms is tastefully decorated 

with antique reproductions, and for the most part they’re quite small, so you’ll never 

be far from your special someone. The suites are best suited for romance and are 

appointed with canopied beds, Oriental rugs, and kitchenettes. We recommend 

asking to see rooms before you agree to book one, as some are infiltrated by the red 

light of the hotel sign, some are too dark, and some overlook the unsightly parking 

lot. Just off the lobby, Pasquale’s serves Mediterranean-influenced Pacific 

Northwest cuisine in a casual setting. Despite its drawbacks, the Hood River Hotel is 



a good, and less expensive, alternative to the pricey Columbia Gorge Hotel—even 

when you add in the price of champagne and roses. 

$-$$ AE, DC, DIS, MC, V; checks OK; www.hoodriverhotel.com.  

 

INN AT THE GORGE  

1113 Eugene St, Hood River / 541/386-4429 

Located within walking distance of downtown, this sunny yellow Victorian, one of 

Hood River’s historic jewels, lives up to our high standards for romantic hideaways—

and then some. In summertime, nasturtiums pour off the oversize wraparound porch. 

Each of the five rooms has distinctive decor and a private bath, so you can’t go 

wrong—but that doesn’t mean we don’t have our favorites. Even though it’s just off 

the kitchen, the Terrace Bedroom on the main floor is a paradise for lovers. Its spacious 

marble bathroom boasts a jetted tub for two, along with French doors leading to the 

porch swing on the back patio—undeniably the inn’s best place to kiss. The Cascade 

Suite stands out for its view of Mount Adams. Hosts Marilyn Fox and Jon Johnson 

aren’t your typical innkeepers. Both are avid windsurfers, skiers, and mountain bikers, 

making them experts on the activities that draw adventure-loving travelers to the area. 

They’ll also gladly point you to a lovely picnic spot or winery tour, instead. 

$$ MC, V; checks OK; www.innatthegorge.com. 

 

LAKECLIFF 

3820 Westcliff Dr, Hood River / 541/386-7000 

Jim and Allyson Pate have turned this historic 1908 summer home into a peaceful, 

woodsy retreat tucked away on 3 acres of prime Columbia River property. Nearly every 

room in the house offers a spectacular river view. A huge stone fireplace serves as the 

living room’s centerpiece and the back deck is just the place for enjoying the sublime 

surroundings and watching the visiting geese and eagles. Cheery colors and fresh 

flowers grace the four guest rooms, all of which have private baths. All but one, the 

Forget-Me-Not, have fireplaces. Lilac is the largest room and also offers the best views; 



its only shortcoming is that the room’s private bath is across the hall. The river views 

from Daffodil make it another top choice. Your hosts go to great lengths to ensure a 

truly pampering experience, with luxurious touches like fluffy robes, hot coffee outside 

your bedroom door before breakfast, and a delicious morning meal. After breakfast, 

take a leisurely stroll around the grounds or snuggle up by the aforementioned fireplace 

and savor every moment of this intimate river-side escape. Celebrating a special 

occasion? Arrange for a bottle of wine or chilled champagne to greet you upon arrival. 

Raise your glasses and toast your weekend together in the privacy of Lakecliff. 

$$-$$$ MC, V; checks OK; www.lakecliffbnb.com.  

 

MOSIER HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST 

704 3rd Ave, Mosier / 541/478-3640 

 

Perched atop a knoll overlooking the Columbia River, this bed-and-breakfast in a 

restored Queen Anne home is the only place to stay in Mosier. The charms of the 

beautiful 1904 home begin with its location and easily outweigh its romantic drawback, 

which is that four of the five rooms have shared baths. Mosier, with fewer than 400 

residents, serves as an ideal base for couples who wish to enjoy the splendors of the 

Gorge without the tourism of Hood River. With so few distractions, a weekend for two 

here offers a peaceful respite with endless romantic possibilities. The careful restoration 

and impeccable attention to detail of the house have paid off: it’s a sight to behold, 

especially from the outside. Inside, antique furniture and colorful quilts complement the 

architectural style. Up the wooden staircase are the five guest rooms. If you can, book 

the Master Bedroom and have a luxurious soak in the delightful claw-foot tub beneath a 

well-placed skylight. The Master Bedroom also has its own entrance and a porch over-

looking the creek—an irresistible place to kiss. The sweeping views from the river-

facing Columbia Room make it our second favorite, and an in-room washbasin makes 

sharing a bath less of an issue. You’re going to want to enjoy as much of breakfast as 

possible, so consider eating dinner early the night before. Two delicious courses offer 

more-than-generous portions of made-from-scratch pastries, locally grown fruits, and 



specialties like eggs Florentine. 

$$ MC, V; checks OK; www.mosierhouse.com. 

 

PHEASANT VALLEY ORCHARDS  

3890 Acree Dr, Hood River / 541/386-2803 

You and your loved one can experience the essence of romantic Hood River by 

choosing a stay at Pheasant Valley. Multitalented hosts Scott and Gail Hagee grow 

eight varieties of organic pears and apples and produce nearly 10 types of wine while 

maintaining one of the most comfortable B&Bs in the Columbia River Gorge. 

Pleasantly off the beaten path, this delightful farmhouse welcomes travelers with two 

large living rooms, working fireplaces, and a wide porch with a view. All rooms offer 

pretty views of the orchards as well as of Mount Hood. Our favorite place to snuggle is 

upstairs in the Comice Suite. The huge room features an inviting king-size bed, private 

deck, and oversize bathroom. Be sure to make time for a leisurely soak in the raised 

Jacuzzi tub as well as for a steamy shower in the double-headed stall. Another very 

private option is the cottage affectionately known as “the coop.” Located just a few 

yards from the house, the two-bedroom coop gives no hint of its former use as an 

authentic chicken coop and is perfect for longer stays or for those wishing to prepare 

their own meals (there’s even a grill). Wherever you choose to sleep, you’ll wake to 

rich, fresh-brewed coffee and a sumptuous breakfast that always includes fruits and 

juices from the orchard. As longtime residents of the area, Gail and Scott are happy to 

suggest ways to spend quiet, fun-filled days in the Hood River Valley, ending with a 

romantic visit to the Pheasant Valley Winery tasting room, just a short stroll from the 

house.  

$$ MC, V; checks OK; www.pheasantvalleyorchards.com. 

Romantic Restaurants 
BLACK RABBIT RESTAURANT  
2126 SW Halsey St, Troutdale / 503/492-3086 



Located on McMenamins Edgefield’s 25-acre grounds, the Black Rabbit is the most 

elegant of the estate’s many dining options. Arrive early and visit the colorful gardens 

and on-site tasting room, a romantic hideaway lit with twinkling lights where you can 

sample the McMenamins label pinot noir. The dining room’s large space is softened with 

wall sconces and white tablecloths, and there are high-backed booths along the perimeter. 

On a summer evening, reserve a spot outside in the gorgeous New Orleans-style 

courtyard. Try the crispy calamari with Romescu sauce and a hearty main course such as 

grilled New York steak with roasted potatoes and herb butter or Moroccan-style lamb 

ribs with saffron-cinnamon couscous. No meal here is complete without a serving of the 

house-made apple pie, served with vanilla-bean ice cream and topped with caramel sauce. 

Note that staying overnight is also possible at Edgefield, but we don’t recommend the 

hostel-style lodgings for romantic getaways; the 12 new suites added in 2004 offer more 

privacy but we nonetheless prefer other area lodgings for true romance. Luckily, you 

don’t have to be an overnight guest to enjoy an intimate meal at the Black Rabbit. 

$$-$$$ AE, DIS, MC, V; no checks; breakfast, lunch, dinner every day; full bar; 

reservations recommended; www.mcmenamins.com.  

 

BRIAN'S POURHOUSE  
606 Oak St, Hood River / 541/387-4344 

In a town the size of Hood River, it’s not surprising that the most popular local hangouts 

multitask. It’s true that the front of this establishment feels more like a neighborhood bar 

than a romantic spot for fine dining. Fortunately, there’s more than meets the eye, and 

the tables away from the door offer a more couple-friendly setting. Here you can enjoy 

the welcoming, attentive service and the relaxing surroundings of the dining room: neu-

tral walls, white linen on the tables, abundant fresh flowers, and plenty of window-side 

seating. On warm summer nights, opt for the patio. The Pourhouse happens to serve 

some of the most delicious, creative fare in the area. With options like smoked chicken 

linguine and coconut green curry, the food here goes miles beyond what you’d find at a 

typical bar. The menu also offers ample servings of tasty steaks, fresh seafood, and a fish 



taco plate that will add just the right amount of spice to your lives. Desserts are made in 

house and are worth a visit on their own. Or take some delicious brownies and a slice of 

cheesecake to go and enjoy them in the blissful privacy of your own room. 

$$-$$$ MC, V; checks OK; dinner every day; full bar; reservations recommended for 

parties of 6 or more; www.brianspourhouse.com.  

 

COLUMBIA RIVER COURT DINING ROOM  

4000 Westcliff Dr (Columbia Gorge Hotel), Hood River / 541/386-5566 or 800/345-1921 

If a meal at the award-winning dining room inside the Columbia Gorge Hotel (see 

Romantic Lodgings) doesn’t sweep you off your feet, the breath-taking views of the river 

below and the 208-foot cascading waterfall on the hotel grounds surely will. The World 

Famous Farm Breakfast, where five delicious courses add up to a morning extravaganza, 

attracts visitors from all over the Northwest. (While the meal is included with a stay at 

the hotel, it’s a bit pricey if you’re not a hotel guest.) Request a table by the windows; 

sample a little bit of everything (the berry-blossom honey will send you into rapture); and 

plan to spend a couple of hours enjoying the views, the food, and—most of all—your 

dining companion. In the evening, the ambience is more sophisticated, and the entrées are 

well-loved classics; filet mignon and lobster tail, rack of lamb, and grilled Northwest 

salmon, to name a few. Start things off with a wilted-spinach salad prepared tableside and 

end your meal with the wonderfully rich, apple-laden tarte Tatin.  

$$$ AE, DC, DIS, MC, V; checks OK; breakfast, lunch, dinner every day; full bar; 

reservations recommended; www.columbiagorgehotel.com. 

 

STONEHEDGE GARDENS 

3405 Cascade Dr, Hood River/ 541/386-3940 

Tucked away at the top of a winding gravel road is one of Hood River’s most popular 

dinner destinations—and once you arrive, you’ll immediately know why. When Mike 



and Shawna Caldwell bought the place in 2000, they put their energy into beautifying the 

grounds—sending the romance quotient sky-high. The resulting five-level garden is a 

stellar setting, making this the best spot for alfresco dining in the Gorge. In cooler months, 

head indoors with your sweetie and request a table for two near the crackling fire. Choose 

from well-prepared entrees like tender filet mignon, scrumptious portobello-mushroom 

ravioli, or pork scaloppini. All servings are generously portioned and are accompanied by 

fresh bread, steamed veggies and a special house salad with pecan vinaigrette. It’s 

tempting to go overboard here, but do your best to save room for Stonehedge Garden’s 

Bread pudding for two, topped with a layer of crème brûlée and finished with bourbon 

caramel sauce. Another restaurant here in town, North Oak Brasserie (113 3rd Street, 

Hood River; 541/387-2310), run by the same owners, is also an inviting spot for great 

Italian food.  

$$-$$$ AE, DIS, MC, V; checks OK; dinner every day; full bar; reservations 

recommended; www.stonehedgegardens.com.  

 
 


